Philadelphia ,  nth  Month,  6th ,  1781* 

On  the  26 th  ultimo  a  Committee  of  fix  Friends ,  by  appointment  •waited  on  the 
Prefident  of  the  Executive  Council ,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Affembly 
•with  Copies  of  the  following  Reprefentation ,  to  requejl  the  Favour  of  them  to 
lay  the  fame  before  each  of  the  public  Bodies  at  which  they  respectively  prefid- 
ed,  which  they  obligingly  undertook ,  and  it  is  now  printed  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Members  of  our  own  Society ,  and  the  information  of  others  who  are  unac¬ 
quainted  with  our  religious  Principles . 

To  the  Prefident  and  Executive  Council,  the  General 
Alfembly  of  Pennfylvaaia,  and  others  whom  it  may 
concern  ; 

The  following  REPRESENTATION  on  Behalf  of  the 
People  called  Quakers, 

SHE  WET  H, 

nrrdAT  the  outrages  and  violences  committed  on  the  property,  and  on  divers 

A  of  the  perlons,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  of  our  religious  fociety, 
by  companies  of  licentious  people  parading  the  ftreets,  deftroying.the  win¬ 
dows  and  doors  of  our  houles,  breaking  into  and  plundering  fome  of  them,  on  the 
evening  ttf  the  24th  of  laft  month,  encreafes  the  occafion  of  our  prefent  addrefs  to 
you  who  are  in  the  exercife  ot  the  powers  of  Civil  Government,  which  is  in  itfelf  ho¬ 
nourable,  and  originally  inftituted  for  the  fupport  of  public  peace  and  good  order, 
and  the  prefervation  of  the  juft  rights  of  the  people. 

Although  we  believe  that  moft  of  you  are  not  unacquainted  with  our  religious  prin¬ 
ciples  in  general,  and  rhe  renfnn*- nur  AilTVnt  tmm  Aih-r  chriftiane  in  di¬ 

vers  matters  relating  to  faith  and  pra&ice;  yet  as  fuch  riotous  proceedings  are  (hame- 
ful  to  the  chriftian  name,  and  difhonourable  to  government,  and  many  of  us  have 
fulfered  great  lofs  and  damage.  We  apprehend  it  our  duty  to  bring  into  your  view 
the  grounds  of  our  not  complying  with  the  vain  modes  of  rejoicing,  in  which  many 
indulge  themfelves,  as  alfo  for  the  information  of  others,  who  through  milapprehen- 
fion  or  prejudice  too  freely  attribute  our  conduit  to  obftinacy  and  a  party  fpirit,  and 
are  thus  prompted  wrongfully  to  judge  and  condemn  us. 

It  therefore  appears  to  us  requifite  to  put  you  and  them  in  mind,  that  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Reformation,  a  few  centuries  paft,  the  day  ot  the  Lord  gradually  broke 
forth  in  divers  nations  of  Europe,  raifing  up  pious  men  to  declare  again  ft  the  grols 
fuperltitions  and  impofitions,  contrary  to  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  which, 
for  many  ages  had  prevailed,  and  enabling  them  to  ftand  faithful,  many  of  them  even 
unto  death,  according  to  the  difeoveries  of  duty  made  known  to  them,  in  that  revival 
of  Gofpel  dawn  on  their  minds.  And  in  procels  of  time  it  pleafed  Almighty  God 
further  to  caufe  his  glorious  day  of  light  to  advance,  and  the  lun  of  righteoufnefs  to 
fhiue  in  great  brightnefs,  whereby  not  only  the  grols,  but  alfo  the  more  fpecious  ds 
well  as  minute  branches  of  corruption  were  manifefted  to  our  worthy  anceftors,  which 
divine  principle  of  light  and  truth  we  alfo  profefs. 

In  this  manifeftation  of  gofpel  light  they  clearly  favv,  and  many  of  us  are  now  alfo 
firmly  convinced,  among  other  important  truths,  that  the  lufts  ot  ambition,  avarice, 
envy,  and  emulation,  from  whence  wars,  ftrife  and  contention  about  earthly  tilings 
proceed,  are  the  fruits  of  the  depravity  and  corruption  of  the  human  heart,  which  mult 
be  expelled  and  eradicated  in  the  fpiritual  work  of  chriftian  redemption;  and  they  not 
only  faw  that  they  muft  ceale  from  outward  hollilities,  but  that  their  converfation  and 
conduct  muft  be  confident  with  the  dodtrine  and  precepts  of  the  gofpel.  1  hat  as  they 
could  not  join  with  others  in  (bedding  the  blood  of  their  fellow-men,  for  whom  ^Chrijfc 
died,  “  And  who  came  to  fave  men’s  lives,  and  not  to  deitroy  them;  nei- 
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ther  could  they  unite  in  rejoicing  for  the  advantages  gained  by  fuch  blood-died.  As 
they  could  not  fight  with  the  fighters,  neither  could  they  triumph  with  the  conquerors  • 
and  therefore  they  were  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  a  drew  of  conformity  in  fitch 
rejoicings  by  placing  lights  in  any  part  of  the  fronts  of  their  houfes,  or  other  compli¬ 
ances  of  the  like  nature  and  tendency;  well  knowing  the  levity  and  folly  attending 
fuch  things  to  be  inconfident  with  religious  gravity  and  fobriety,  and  with  that  godly 
fear  and  reverence,  which  ought  at  all  times  to  dwell  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  profels 
to  be  followers  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  r 


It  was  likewife  {hewed  to  them,  in  the  fame  divine  light,  as  well  as  by  the  doftrine 
of  the  holy  feriptures,  that  the  fons  of  God  were  led  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  and  that  all 
voluntary  humility  and  will  Woflhlp  mult  be  laid  afide  by  them,  and  therefore  they 
could  not  fubject  themfelves  in  the  worlhip  of  Almighty  God  to  the  will  and  com¬ 
mands  of  men;  and  as  they  were  redeemed  from  infincerity,  they  could  not  diflemble 
by  Teeming  to  conform,  when  in  heart  and  fpirit  they  did  not;  and  therefore  continu¬ 
ed  to  open  their  ihops  and  follow  their  lawful  occupations  on  days  appointed  by  human 
authority  for  the  obfervation  of  public  falls,  fealts,  and  thankfgivings,  as  ufual  on 
otheis  days.  This  was  their  conltant  confcientious  practice,  that  they  might  Hand 
clear  in  the  dtfeharge  of  their  duty  towards  God,  and  with  intent  that  others,  through 
their  example,  might  be  induced  to  refleft  upon  the  vanity  and  impropriety  of  thofe 
obfci  vances  and  tumults,  and  their  incoherence  with  the  inward  life,  fpirit,  and  virtue 
of  true  religion,  and  chriltian  fobriety. 

ohllirlnv0t'Ind  fta1idrS  they,  Were  charSed  witl»  bein8  afluated  by  a  fpirit  of  Angularity, 
fever  fcv  e  M  t,°  be  °°mrary  t0  0thers’  they  demondrated  that  in  what- 
ThuffeJ  T1^  aSreeable  t0  S°od  confci ence,  they  were  ready  to  do  it. 

apmop  a7ing°rrfiefi  7‘th  a"d  d^“cy  of  othe/profeffed  chriflians  in 

infen  ftaday  °f,-7e  week  for  the  performance  of  public  worlhip,  believ- 

davs  and  to  me  77  ^  t0  7fpend  the‘r  attent,on  t0  their  outward  concerns  on  other 
fo/^e^ike';  fesetp0urpofe.°SethCr  “  ** 

It  is  not  from  imitation  or  for  the  Tupport  of  ancient  cuftom,  but  from  a  conviction 
of  the  appearance  thereof,  meevly  in  conformity  to  the  iniunftions  of  human  I7h 

unto,  and  alio  to^aintaThh  ful^'afeVot 

ihould  deny  Chrift  our  Lord  before  fen  whon,  we  u,by  1,hng  ^°rt  tIlerein>  "<= 
and  who  halh  faid,  “  Whofoever  lhall  denv  me  I  f  °Uf!  “  t0  acknowledge  before  all, 
fore  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven  ”  7  mCn>  hlm  wi“  1  alfo  d™f  be- 

Our  forefathers  under  full  conviftion  of  the  reftitmV  ■  , 

nghtnefs  of  their  intentions,  of  which  thev  InH  ,  •  .  1  en  PrmciP^s,  and  up- 

long  tries  of  fevere  perfecutions  in  their  native  i,ijj  "v  lndubl!ablc  Proofs  through  a 
chnftian  patience,  became  at  length  intruded  with  ’an H™  'To  ™Uch  fi'mnefs  “d 
extenfive  rights  and  privileges;  which  induced  rt,  ’  ”d  e.nt!t,ed  t0>  many  valuable 
counter  the  dangers  of  the  Idas  7,d  manv  ofej  h  J  “  *he“ „?wn  C*P“«>  en- 
ltnprove  this  country,  at  that  time  and  dlffical*s,  to  fettle  and 

much  beloved  friend,  the  wife  William  Penn  fo/medT8/"^  '"concert  with  'bfe 
ment  as  gave  the  mod  promifing  profea  of  fecurimr  [o'*  r  con,btutlon  of  govern- 
the  free  and  full  enjoyment  of  liberty  of  confcience  8  r  ke“rclves>  and  their  pofterity, 
ral  confiderations,  and  were  condantly  careful  fo 7  r  h  they  p,;eferred  to  ail  temPo- 
to  al,  perrons  of  every  other  religious  denominatio^S' a^gfe^  b& 
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tte  of  t'r  Was  chi^  to 

for  the  prefent  and  future  profpcrity  and  ha^ninefs'ofthe  '  ^  0"  -lleir  P'°US  conccrn 
promoted  and  encouraged, P  vice  and irreS  were  HT  Pe°P'e’  virtue  were 

to  which  they  had  been  fubjecled  in  various  parts  of  Europe. Wreffion  and  perfectmon 

rr* 

calculated  to  opprefs  us,and  the  execution  of  E  m  Le  p^acL  cll't  H  t1™  ^ 
avaricious,  profligate  principles,  who  have  made  a  prey  of  the  innocEand  mdulhmuf 
to  the  great  lofs  and  damage  of  fome,  and  the  almoft  ruin  of  others  but  fcurrilous’ 
publ, cations,  and  other  tnvtd.ous  means  ufed  by  our  adverfaries  to  ca  imnia  e  and  re 
proach  us  w.th  opprobrious  names,  in  order  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  and 
impofe  on  the  credulous  to  our  prejudice,  when  upon  an  impartial  candid Examination 
we  truft  it  will  appear,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  commotions  which  have  unhappily 
prevailed  no  juft  caufe  of  offence  will  be  found  againft  us  in  the  general  but  that  we 
have  endeavoured  to  maintain  our  peaceable  religious  principles,8  to  preferve  a  good 
confcience  towards  God,  and  to  manifeft  our  good  will  to  all  men.  8 

We  are  not  incited  by  party  views  or  vindictive  motives  in  this  reprefentation,  but 
to  awaken  your  cool  and  diipaffionate  attention  to  our  multiplied  bufferings  and  the 
abufes  we  have  received;  knowing  that  magiftracy  is  intended  for  a  terror  to  evil 
doers,  and  an  encouragement  to  the  virtuous;  but  where  the  neceffary  care  and  exer¬ 
tions  are  not  ufed  tor  the  prevention  and  fuppreffion  of  prophanity,  tumults,  and  out¬ 
rage,  and  a  virtuous  par.  of  the;  community  are  oppreffed  and  intuited,  the  true  end  of 
government  is  negleftedp-and  anarchy,  confuf.on,  contempt  of  authority,  and  infecuri- 
ty  to  perfons  and  property  will  fucceed ;  and  altho’  public  falls  may  be  proclaimed,  and 
days  under  the  name  of  humiliation  recommended  and  appointed,  and  confeffion  of  fin 
and  tranfgreffion  verba  ly  made  yet  unlefs  there  be  a  true  and  ftneere  falling  from 
ambition,  ftrite,  ill-will,  ammofities,  infidelity,  fraud,  luxury,  revelling  drunkenneft 
oppreffton,  and  all  manner  of  evil,  it  cannot  be  a  fall,  or  acceptable  day  to  the  Lord’ 
nor  can  we  have  a  well  grounded  hope  that  the  fcourge  with  which  the  inhabitants  have’ 
been  vihted  will  be  removed,  and  days  of  peace  and  tranquillity  reftored. 

The  difpenfation  of  war,  bloodfhed  and  calamity  which  hath  been  permitted  to  pre 
vail  on  this  continent  is  very  folemn  and  awful,  demanding  the  mod  ferious  and  heart¬ 
felt  attention  of  all  ranks  and  denominations  among  the  people,  individually  to  confi 
der  and  examine  how  far  we  are  each  of  us  really  and  fincerely  engaged  to  bring  forth 
fruits  of  true  repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  and  doctrine  of 
the  gofpel.  And  altho’  we  have  been  expofed  to  great  abufe  and  unchriftian  treatment 
wewilh  to  be  enabled,  thro’  the  affillance  of  divine  grace,  to  cheriflt  in  ourfelves  and 
inculcate  in  others  with  whom  we  have  an  influence,  that  difpofition  of  forgivenefs  of 
injuries  enjoined  by  the  precepts  and  example  of  Chrift  our  holy  Lawgiver;  and  to 
manifeft  our  defires  and  endeavours  to  promote  the  real  good  of  our  country,  ’and  that 
tve  are 

Tour  Friends. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  a  meeting  of  the  Re  prefent  alives 
of  the  faid  People ,  held  in  Philadelphia ,  the  22 d  day  of 
the  nth  month /  1781. 

By  JOHN  DRINKER,  Clerk. 
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